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President’s Note 
 A great start to the summer.  That sums up my collecting, 
cleaning and archiving.  Longer daylight hours don’t hurt, 
nor the ‘slightly’ milder-than-usual days and cloud cover.  
I even broadened my club affiliations by finally joining the 
Austin Gem and Mineral Society.  That was so I could tag 
along on a joint field trip with AGMS and the Clear Lake 
Gem and Mineral Society to South Central Oklahoma.  
Fossils AND minerals!  Even had the CTPS members from 
my hometown of League City, Chuck and Vickie Shuler, 
along with CLGMS.  I see a future CTPS field trip to that 
area because the fellow leading us, Bob Neman, PhD, just 
wrote a guidebook last year. 

 

Lake Travis, June 2003.  9 members, Captain Hal and Danny got 
cut off to the left. 

Others have taken advantage of the summer as well.  Mike 
Smith collected in New Mexico after dropping his 
daughter off at Philmont Scout Camp.  He found a 
beautiful Petalodus tooth that eventually yielded to his 
hammer and chisel.  Rich Geist has the whole summer off 
to build display cases and to cut and polish his ‘few paltry 
‘ pieces of petrified wood, and to check out some quarries 
in San Augustine.  (What are the other teachers up to this 
summer, Larry McBee?)  Bob McDonald has made his  

 
 
initial foray into East Texas now that his son will be 
attending college in Palestine.  He’s checking out localities 
for the Weches around Tyler. 

Hal Hopkins has been promoted from CTPS Captain to 
CTPS Admiral after leading another successful by-boat-
collecting trip.  Given the wild summer storm the day and 
night before, and the beautiful electrical sky display on the 
drive to the marina, I drove over to Lakeway expecting 
Hal to cancel the trip.  Thinking I would be the only 
doofus to show, I was met by the diehards of the club.  
Sorry, Robert Lawrence, we set to sea without you.  The 
storm moved away and off we motored to Hal’s secret 
coves. 

I have talked to Don O’Neill.  His health continues to 
deteriorate.  He is donating the rest of his books to our 
club library, and he has several display cases for anyone 
that is in need.  Thanks, Don.  Drop him a note 

July Field Trip - Brazos River 

Hang on, land lubbers, we’re getting wet again this month.  
The field trip will be on the Brazos River down toward 
Houston.  We’ll meet Saturday, July 12, at 8:00am at 
the first filling station at the southwest corner of IH10 and 
Hwy 36 in Sealy, TX.  Look for all the canoes/ kayaks on 
people’s car roofs.  You provide your own boat and boat 
partner and river shoes.  We’ll do a little upstream 
paddling.  Pray for no rain until afterwards.  We’ll be 
hunting elephants 

John 

July Speaker 
Chris Schneider's will reprise a version of her Technical 
Sessions talk at UT on the Brownwood Archeocidarids 
from the Winchell formation.  Many of you have collected 
in this area, and know how special these crushed sea 
urchins are.  This should be a great talk about an area we 
are all very familiar with. 

  



 
 

 

NTC Quarry, May 2003.  11 CTPS members (2 new ones), 6 
DPS members, and 2 HGMS members.  A cornucopia of 
Paleontological societies! 

Quentin Martin 
1946-2003 

Quentin Martin passed away on May 11, 2003, after a 6 
year battle with cancer.  Quentin was an active member of 
the Central Texas Paleontological Society for more than 12 
years.  For those of you who didn’t know Quentin, he was 
chief water resources planner for the Lower Colorado 
River Authority and it is due to his efforts that we have 
been able to meet in the LCRA Board Room for so long.  

I had several unforgettable conversations with Quentin 
during his cancer treatments.  He had to be one of the most 
up-beat, pleasant people it has been my pleasure to know. 
We will miss him greatly. 

Our condolences go out to his wife, Pat, and his son, 
Shannon. 
 

Email received from Quentin’s wife Pat. 

Dear Friends, 
 
I'm writing in care of Tom & Marilyn as I did not have an 
address for the  society.  I want to thank each & everyone 
for the beautiful flowers you sent for Quentin's Memorial 
Service.  One of the great joys in Quentin's life was being 
a part of your group.  He really enjoyed the meetings & the 
field trips but most of all he enjoyed being with you.  
Thank you so very much for remembering him in such a 
beautiful way. 

 

 
Calendar 

 

Date Event  

July 8 CTPS meeting  

July12 Field Trip: Brazos River 

August 12 CTPS meeting  

August 16 Field Trip: Invert. Lab 

September 9 CTPS meeting  

September 13 Field Trip:  

October 14 CTPS meeting  

October 18-19 Field Trip: Lake Texoma 

November 7-9 Fossil Fest, Old Settlers Heritage 
Association, Round Rock, TX  

June Meeting Minutes 
The meeting was preceded by a half hour of study and 
discussion of the many fossils brought in for show-and-
tell. The meeting was called to order at 7:10 by president 
John Hinte.   

Mike Smith announced that if anyone not receiving a 
newsletter to be sure to email him at 
MSMITH17@austin.rr.com.  

John announced that the club is pursuing a permit to tour 
the new gorge at Canyon Lake.  He discussed his recent 
visit to the gorge.  

Dealer signup for Fossil Fest is going well. Seven dealers, 
including three big ones have agreed to attend.  

Mike Smith talked about his recent trip to northern New 
Mexico. He visited some shale road cuts N.E. of Cimarron 
and found nothing significant.  His big find was a 
Petalodus tooth he found near Jimenez Springs. He also 
discussed a partially successful search for fossils near the 
Air and Space Museum in Alamogordo. 

John discussed the Dallas Club’s recent trip up Denton 
Creek. He suggested we might want to plan a field trip 
there sometime. 

The June 15th field trip to Lake Travis was discussed. The 
plan is to leave at 6:30 from the Lakeway Marina.  Love, 

Pat Martin The meeting was adjourned after the door prizes were won 
by Julia Germany and Ron Root.  

Ron Root 

  

http://us.f403.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?&To=MSMITH17@austin.rr.com


 

Club Contacts, 2003 

 
President 

Vice President 
Show Chair 

 
Secretary 

John Hinte 
10962 Longbranch 
Austin TX  78736 
(512) 301-1317 
tashi@infohiwy.net 

Danny Harlow 
1140 Elder Circle 
Austin, TX  78746 
(512) 327-4535 
dharlow@austin.rr.com  

Ron Root 
6801 Rustling Oaks Trail 
Austin, TX 78759 
(512) 345-6718  
ron_root@bnc.com  
 

 
Field Trip Chair, 

 
Treasurer 

Program Chair 
Board Member 

Ed Elliott 
5502 Roosevelt 
Austin, TX 78756 
(512) 453-5390   

Michael Smith 
8324 La Plata Loop 
Austin, TX  78737 
(512) 288-6582 
msmith17@austin.rr.com 
michael.smith@eds.com 

Kathleen Howard 
11601 Sterlinghill Dr. 
Austin, TX 78758 
(512) 491-9201 
khoward@mail.law.utexas.edu 

Newsletter Editor 
& Webmaster 

 
Board Member 

 
Club Founder 

Michael Smith 
8324 La Plata Loop 
Austin, TX  78737 
(512) 288-6582 
msmith17@austin.rr.com 
michael.smith@eds.com 

Gene and Sheri Siste 
5329 Hanging Cliff Cove 
Austin, TX 78759 
(512) 794-0880 

Don O'Neill 
2600 CR 241 
Hondo, TX  78861 
(830) 741-3557 
 

 

Club Information 

The Central Texas Paleontological Society is a scientific, non-profit, community-based organization devoted to the study 
of fossils, advancing the state of the science, educating the public, and collecting fossil specimens.  Most of us are 
amateurs, fascinated by fossils, who love to collect. 
Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at the LCRA building, 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. (between Redbud 
Trail and Enfield Ave.) at 7:00 PM in the LCRA Offices Board Room of the Hancock Bldg. The public is cordially 
invited to attend these meetings as well as our field trips held throughout the year.  

Annual dues are: $15 per person or $18 per family, which includes a subscription to this newsletter, membership in the 
South Central Federation of Mineral Societies, and liability insurance coverage for club activities. Associate membership 
is $10 per year and includes a subscription to this newsletter. 

Central Texas Paleontological Society 
P.O. Box 90791 
Austin TX 78709-0791 

Web page: http://texaspaleo.com/ctps
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About the Newsletter 

 

Fossil Footnotes is distributed once a month prior to each meeting. Contact the Membership Chair to subscribe or obtain a sample-
issue. If your mailing-label has a date marked with a colored pen, it means your membership has or is about to expire.  Please send 
your check to the club Membership officer or bring it to a meeting. 

 

We accept material from club members (and non-members at our discretion) including, but not limited to, information relevant to club 
activities, fossil collecting, paleontology & geology, and science education. Feel free to reproduce original material contained in this 
newsletter for educational purposes (including other club newsletters), so long as you credit the newsletter issue and author, if 
applicable. Send submissions by e-mail or hardcopies to the Editor (see above) at least two weeks before the meeting. Expect some 
publication delays for exotic formats. 
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