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President’s Note 
 
 I hope you are all doing well in this New Year.  We began the year with a field trip to one of our better 
locations: Jacksboro & vicinity. Although Ed tells me it wasn't a large turnout I hope those of you who did attend 
found it worth the drive.  By the way, speaking of that drive...  I was sorry to miss the trip myself.  Between a major 
college application date and lack of an operating vehicle I had to stay behind.  I also want to apologize for 
misspeaking at the meeting suggesting it was a full five-hours to Jacksboro from Austin.  Not sure where that 
number came from since it is more like four hours via a variety of routes.  I hope I didn't turn folks off from 
attending.   
 
Our next field trip will be again to the Pennsylvanian of Texas but a little shorter drive.  We will be visiting the 
Brownwood area only 2-1/2 to 3 hours from here.  We will most likely be visiting the Wilson Clay Pit as well as 
another spot (near Santa Anna (slightly younger, Permian) or the Lake Brownwood Spillway (if rain has improved 
the collecting) that day.  We are also looking forward to hosting some earth science students from Westlake High 
School.  The Wilson Clay Pit always reveals some interesting stuff: weird ancient shark teeth, crinoids and a wide 
variety of invertebrates - all very different than our local Cretaceous material. 
 
A quick thank you to Ed, Jamie, Melvin and my daughter Emelia who joined in helping Pam Owen for Identification 
Day at the Texas Memorial Museum.  There was a good turnout and we saw some very interesting fossils this year.  
There were even a couple of real head-scratchers. 
 
I will see you all at the next meeting. 
 
-- Erich 
 

 
Next Meeting 

Tuesday February 19th 
7:00 p.m. at the Austin Gem and Mineral Society building 

6719 Burnet Lane, Austin, TX 
 

“Blue Highways:  Middle Stone Age Foraging Behaviors Along the 
Blue Nile Tributaries in NW Ethiopia.” 

 
Prof. John Kappelman 

  
 
 "Modern humans originated in Africa about 200,000 years ago.  When our species left 
the continent to populate the rest of the planet, they were already sophisticated hunters and 
gatherers who were easily able to adapt to a wide range of tropical and temperate habitats.  In 
this presentation we will examine the evidence from northwestern Ethiopia for some of the 
dietary and technological adaptations that uniquely fitted them to a lifestyle of riverine-based 
foraging in the period immediately prior to this migration." 
  
John Kappelman is a professor of anthropology at UT Austin who studies the evolution of 
primates and humans.  He conducts fieldwork in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Turkey, and has 
developed educational websites including www.eSkeletons.org, www.eLucy.org, and 
www.eFossils.org. 
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Next Field Trip 

Saturday, February 23rd 
Pennsylvanian Fossils near Brownwood, TX  

 
Once again we are heading north for Paleozoic fossils.  The area around Brownwood is well known for an 
abundance of Pennsylvanian to Permian age material.  We will certainly be visiting the Wilson Clay Pit where you 
can easily spend the entire day collecting.  I haven't spoken with Ed Elliot yet but we may also visit a lowermost 
Permian site near Santa Anna or the Lake Brownwood Spillway.  The spillway is well known for those amazing 
Archaeocidarid urchins with all the spines.  Unfortunately in recent years the lack of rain and newly exposed fossils 
has kept us away.  Cross your fingers and let us see what the weatherman can offer. 
 
We meet at 8:00AM in Early, TX at the Heartland Mall (see directions below).  From the mall we will caravan to 
the first site TBD.  Be there on time (early to Early!) and ready to go quickly as we will have another 30-40 minute 
drive to the first collecting site. 
 
Directions to the mall in Early, TX: 
 
Head north on 183 from Austin. Be sure to stay on 183, watch the signs as you pass thru the various towns in 
between.  As you approach Early and Brownwood (about 2-1/2 hours from central Austin) 183 will make a left turn.  
From there the mall will be about 1 mile further on the right.  Look for our cars in the parking lot.  We will caravan 
as a group to the first site so please be on time. 
 
Be prepared: 
 
Bring food and drinks (WATER!) and whatever else you'll need, as we will probably be out in the country all day.  
It's a long drive back to town just for lunch.  There is no restroom.  Depending on the site we may be in full sun for 
hours so be prepared.  Check the weather for temperatures as well.  It can be both cold or warm this time of year and 
will probably be both.   
 
Most of what we will be collecting will be small to hand-sized.  But there can be some nice stuff to chisel free of 
large slabs.  So you will need plenty of containers: small to large, a hammer/pick, chisels and eye protection as well.  
Some specimens may be delicate so tissue paper, bubble wrap or newspaper would be useful.  The terrain is rather 
rugged at all of these locations so wear sturdy shoes and clothing.  One other important note: At the Wilson Pit you 
will need to negotiate a barbwire fence.  You can climb over it or, with help, slip between the strands.   
 

  

Collecting at Wilson Clay Pit 2012 
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Meeting Minutes for Jan. 15, 2013 
 
President Erich Rose called the meeting to order with 
a Happy New Year 2013 greeting. 
 
Program Director Marilyn Austin introduced Dr 
Pamela Owen, a Science Advisor to our society, who 
gives many interesting presentations for the club 
(Armadillos of TX, Birds are Dinosaurs!, etc). 
 
Her topic this evening was a description of  “Life 
through Time”, an important new seminar program 
for teachers that improves their ability to understand 
and represent to students an overall perceptual 
context for the evolving life form processes of Earth 
and their relation to the immense scale of geologic 
time. 
 
The program identifies and corrects existing 
perceptions of evolutionary processes and geologic 
time by providing accurate information and useful 
classroom tools for effectively presenting these 
complex ideas and events to students.  
 
Seminar participants were evaluated, trained and 
tested on geologic time (Deep Time), evolution and 
fossilization, and were provided context for 
establishing relationships between these, and they 
came away with practical presentational 
understanding and techniques. 
 
The “Life through Time” program builds the ability 
of scientists to address stubborn problems in teaching 
life science, such as:  The difficulty for teachers or 
anyone to understand and relate to the huge numbers 
involved in Earth’s geologic time scale 
The comprehension and ability to describe Earthly 
life’s evolutionary processes and events to others in a 
more understandable way  
 
This gain in understanding geologic time and its 
related life processes translates into useful 

interpretation of present planetary conditions and 
effective problem solving for today. 
 
Dr Owen’s talk ended with questions from members, 
extending into the break time. 
 
After the snack, share, and social time break, the 
meeting resumed.  
 
No meeting minutes were recorded or approved for 
December, due to its being the annual Christmas 
party. 
 
Then the treasurer, Gary Rylander, presented copies 
of the budget report to attendees, which detailed 
expenditures for 2012 and the club’s estimated 
financial activity for 2013. Upcoming expenditures, 
2012 auction revenue and the report was discussed 
and then approved. 
 
Then appointment of the 2013 board of directors was 
addressed, with Dale Vargo replacing outgoing 
secretary Dennis Stock, and Kathleen Howard 
replacing outgoing hospitality coordinator Cathy 
Rylander. All of the other 2012 board members 
agreed to serve their positions again in 2013. The 
new board was voted on and approved.  
 
Field trip chair Ed Elliott outlined the proposed 2013 
field trip destinations. 
 
He then gave essential details for participation on the 
Jan 19 field trip to Jacksboro, TX and surrounding 
areas. Erich reminded members of the required $3. 
park user fee for those on this field trip. 
 
The door prizes were won by Ryan, David, and 
Suzanne. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47. 

 

January Field Trip Report 
Jacksboro and Vicinity 

 
 It dawned a cool morning in Jacksboro, but certainly not as cold as had been expected a week 
before. Memories of past trips had led me to bring my “Nanook of the North” suit but it certainly wasn't 
needed, as it was to get warmer all through the day. Meeting me at the Courthouse were David Lindberg, 
Charles Newsom, Melvin Noble, Gordon and Ryan Galligher, Mike Smith, and Melody Barnett. Arriving 
later were Gary and Cathy Rylander and Terry and Hunter Collins. After paying for Day Use Passes at the 
Park entrance (something we hadn't done in the past but certainly will in the future) we drove to the dam 



VOL. 8, N0. 2                                                                                                                                                          FEBRUARY 2013 
 

Page 6 

and a day hunting the Finis Shale. 
 
The Finis is the lowest member of the Graham Formation, which is at the base of the Cisco Group, which 
is the youngest group in the Pennsylvanian in Texas. During the Cisco, across a large portion of the 
continent water levels fluctuated resulting in a series of transgressions and regressions. As water levels 
changed, so did the type of deposition and the resulting rock. At the highest point of transgression in a 
cycle a condensed zone black shale facies is deposited. This is what we have in the Finis. And it is 
fossiliferous to say the least. The variety of gastropods, bivalves, corals, brachiopods, as well as 
conularids, scaphopods, cephalopods, and bryozoans that can be found is amazing. While I saw several 
nice things found, I think Melvin's cephalopods were the finds of the day. Without sutures to work from I 
think the larger nautiloid was an Eoasianites and the smaller ammonite was a Peritrochia. 
 
It had been a while since we had been to Bridgeport so we went there instead of Mineral Wells. At our 
first site several of us picked up crinoid cups, Delocrinus, but Melvin again tried to outdo us with a large 
Plaxocrinus. David decided to steal the show with a really nice complete crown. I couldn't tell the genus. 
Great fossil! To finish out the day we went to Runaway Bay. I had said I wasn't going back, and I had 
been right. I don't know if someone is keeping it cleaned out or if it has just stopped producing, but we 
found little. Most of what we found was fragmentary or crushed. Some decent corals, a few bivalves and I 
picked up a nice piece of a large nautiloid. It was a good trip with wonderful folks and great fossils on a 
nice day in January. What could be better? Hope to see you in Brownwood for some more Pennsylvanian 
fossils! 

             
   Cold morning in Jacksboro     Melvin's nice crinoid 
 

 
Nautiloids 
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Places to go, Fossils to see: 

(Courtesy the Rock & Gem magazine website & others.) 

Feb. 23-24—LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; Friends of the Museum; Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum; 4100 
Dripping Springs Rd.; Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-5; adults $4, children (under 4) free; gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry; contact Diane 
McMellen, (575) 522-1232; e-mail: Diane@HelpingHandsEvents.com; Web site: www.LCMuseumRocks.com 
 
March 2-3—ROBSTOWN, TEXAS: Annual show; Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society; Richard M. Borchard Regional Fairgrounds; 
1213 Terry Shamsie Blvd., intersection of IH-37 and Hwy. 77; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5 (two-day pass), children (under 12) 
with adult and Scouts in uniform free; dealers, jewelry, minerals, fossils, meteorites, kids' wheel, Rock Food Table; contact Jerrold 
Simpson, PO Box 60781, Corpus Christi, TX 78466, (361) 877-3073; e-mail: jsimpson1@stx.rr.com; Web site: www.gcgms.org 
 
March 7-10—DEMING, NEW MEXICO: 48th Annual Rockhound Roundup Gem & Mineral Show and Sale; Deming Gem & Mineral 
Society; SWNM Fairgrounds; 4200 Raymond Reed; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; jewelry and rock-related 
items, displays, demonstrations, spinning wheel, geode cutting, guided field trips, children's corner, silent auction, live auction, door 
prizes, cash raffle; contact Maurice Crawford, 713 W. Spruce St. PMB 726, Deming, NM 88030, (575) 546-0056; e-mail: 
thedgms@gmail.com; Web site: dgms.bravehost.com 
 
March 8-9—ADA, OKLAHOMA: Annual show; Ada Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club; Pontotoc County Agri-Plex; Hwy. 1 & 377/state 
Hwy. 99 & Richardson Loop; Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9-5; free admission; dealers, kids' activities, fossil dig, spinning wheel, fluorescent rocks, 
silent auction, demonstrations; contact Ed Vermillion, PO Box 782, Purcell, OK 73080, (405) 527-6431; e-mail: 
okieed42@windstream.net; Web site: www.freewebs.com/agmfc/index.htm 
 
March 15-17—ALBUQEURQUE, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club; Albuquerque State Fairgrounds, 
Expo NM; 300 San Pedro NE, enter from San Pedro at Copper St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, $1 Fri., children (under 
13) free; 45 dealers, exhibits, minerals, fossils, jewelry, crystals, cut stones, displays, books, raffles, silent auction, door prizes, 
Creative Arts Center; contact Paul Hlava, (505) 265-4178; e-mail: paulhlava@q.com; Web site: www.agmc.info 
 
March 16-17—SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS: Annual show; Southwest Gem & Mineral Society; San Antonio Event Center; 8111 
Meadow Leaf Dr.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $5, seniors and military $3, students $2, children $1; minerals, fossils, jewelry, 
gemstones, club exhibits, silent auction, children's games, hourly and grand door prizes; contact Robert Bowie, TX 78133, (210) 
287-5233; e-mail: krbotx@gvtc.com; Web site: www.swgemandmineral.org 
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The purpose of the Paleontological Society of Austin, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is the scientific education of the public, the study and 
preservation of fossils and the fossil record and assistance to individual, groups and institutions interested in various aspects of paleontology. 
 
Meetings of the Paleontological Society of Austin are held the third Tuesday* of each month, 7:00 p.m. at the Austin Gem and Mineral Society 
building, 6719 Burnet lane, Austin, TX.  The public is cordially invited to attend.  See web site for April & December dates. 
 
Annual Dues: $18/individual, $24/family and  $12/associate (non-
voting, receiving newsletter) Send to: Treasurer, Paleontological 
Society of Austin, PO Box 90791, Austin, TX 78749-0791 

PSA Web Site: www.austinpaleo.org 
Web master: Michael Smith: webmaster@austinpaleo.org 

 
2012 Officers: 
President Erich Rose      president@austinpaleo.org 
Vice Pres Suzanne Galligher  vicepresident@austinpaleo.org 
Treasurer Gary Rylander  treasurer@austinpaleo.org 
Secretary Dale Vargo  secretary@austinpaleo.org 
Field Trips Ed Elliott  fieldtripchair@austinpaleo.org 
Programs Marilyn Austin  maustinsxsw@hotmail.com 
Editor Erich Rose   editor@austinpaleo.org 
Web master Mike Smith  webmaster@austinpaleo.org 
Show Chair Suzanne Galligher  showchair@austinpaleo.org 
Science Advisors: 
Ann M. Molineux, PhD.  annm@mail.utexas.edu 
Pamela R. Owen, PhD.  powen@mail.utexas.edu 
James T.Sprinkle, PhD.  echino@mail.utexas.edu 
 

Permission to copy material printed herein is granted provided proper credit is given to the author and source. 
The Paleontological Society of Austin is a member of and affiliated with: 

 
South Central Federation of Mineral Societies  & American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

 

                                                             
 
 

 
 
 
PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTIN 
Erich Rose, Editor  
807 The Living End 
Austin, TX 78746 
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