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President’s Note 
 
 The field trip to the Waco Pit and FM107 was a good one. See Ed's report and some photos by me.  Our 
next field trip will be a float on the Brazos River. This trip is always a summer trip, and usually late summer, but 
this year the weather looks good right now and, well, it certainly is getting hot already.  This is your chance to find 
that great-big-honking mammoth tooth or a killer spear point.  All you need is a kayak, canoe or some other form of 
water transport with a shallow draft. 
 
And with heat in mind we are planning a museum field trip for July.  The brand spanking new Perot Museum of 
Nature and Science has been getting great reviews and should make a trip to Dallas worthwhile.  If we can get at 
least 15 members to commit to going we can do this at a discounted group rate.  So I will need to hear from you if 
you plan on attending at least 2-3 weeks before the trip. If you want the discount rate contact me no later than June 
30th.  This will be before the July newsletter and meeting.  The field trip will be Saturday July 20th.  I am including 
a more detailed announcement in this newsletter. 
 
So I hope to see you all shortly. Either at this Tuesday's meeting, on the river or in Dallas. 
 
Take care and stay cool, 
 
-- Erich 
 

 

 
PSA at Diggin Drippin May 19, 2013



VOL. 8, N0. 6                                                                                                                                                                      JUNE 2013 
 

page 3 

Next Meeting 
 

Tuesday June 18th 
7:00 p.m. at the Austin Gem and Mineral Society building 

6719 Burnet Lane, Austin, TX 
	  

The Eastern Box Turtle in Time and Space 
 

 Modern animals are an important comparative tool when trying to understand and track 
changes in populations of animals through geologic time. Sometimes, though, the living biota is 
itself a complicated puzzle. The eastern box turtle is a good example of this problem. Natasha's 
talk will focus on how she used both modern and fossil turtle shells to try to make sense of box 
turtle evolution. 
 
Natasha Vitek recently graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in May with a Master's 
in Geological Sciences. Both her undergraduate research and her Master's research focused on 
fossil turtles, though on different subgroups and different themes. In the fall, she will start work 
on her Ph.D. in Zoology at the University of Florida on a new topic: the fossil mammals of the 
Bighorn Basin. 

 
 

Next Field Trip 

Saturday June 22nd 

Pleistocene Fossils along the Brazos River 
 

 
 We will be collecting on the gravel bars of the Brazos River for Pleistocene-age fossils.  
You may also find arrowheads and other stone artifacts as well as the odd bottle.  This is a great 
trip when the weather is hot. 
 
 Meet at Stephen F. Austin State Park in San Felipe at the statue parking lot at 8:00AM. 
Traveling east on I-10, just east of Sealy, take exit 723 to FM1458 north (left) to the park. Bring 
whatever you would need for a day on the water: food, lots of water, a canoe or kayak, hat, 
collecting materials and packing since some finds are fragile, etc. Wear clothing that you won't 
mind getting in the red water. You will get wet and probably muddy. This trip is always a lot of 
fun. 
 
NOTE: as of the writing of the newsletter the water level on the Brazos was looking very good for the trip. If 
it is too high the gravel bars are underwater. So if there is a lot of rain in the Brazos watershed things can 
change. For this reason the trip may need to be either called off or changed. Please keep an eye on your e-
mails for updates. If you are one of the members who do not use e-mail please contact Ed Elliot (512-657-
7581) if you have questions.  
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May Field Trip Report 
 

The Waco Pit and FM107 
 

 The entire trip to Waco I was thinking, “Will we be rained out?” We expected it to be wet 
already in “the Pit”, or rather, the Lake Waco Research Area. The crowd wearing rubber boots 
included Melvin Noble, Mike Smith, Dan and Rene Wojcik, Melinda and Frederick Falk, Emelia 
and Erich Rose, Kathleen Howard, Joe Watkins, Chantal and Will Berezovytch and Dax 
Gonzalez. We walked and slid our way down the hill and I was thinking that we should have 
canceled and gone elsewhere. This Del Rio Formation, Washita Group site is well known for it's 
micro-fauna, pyritized and otherwise. It's a place that I love to get down with my face to the 
ground and look for whatever I can. Not this day. We spent more time talking about the 20 
pounds of gumbo on our boots than we did about fossils. Erich and Melvin had brought rubber 
mats to kneel on and they did better than most. Bending over at the waist, most of us got a good 
collection of the small ammonites and bivalves........my eyesight isn't good enough to see the 
really small without getting DOWN. The only urchin was a partial Goniophorus whitneyi found 
by Mike. A few teeth were found by Mike (?) and Erich. All of us found mud. We left before 
noon, having tracked up all of the collection area. 
 
Our second site was, as always, high and dry and extremely fossiliferous. We refer to it as the 
“Mother Neff site” though it's miles away from the park. This steep outcrop is Walnut Formation 
at the bottom, shortly turning into Comanche Peak and has the Edwards Formation at the top - all 
Fredericksburg Group. The echinoids that I found were the heart urchins Pliotoxaster whitei, and 
Heteraster mexicanus, and Coenholectypus planatus and the regular urchins Phymosoma 
texanum and Salenia mexicana. The heart urchins are always abundant and beautiful. Erich and I 
both found small corals that might be Parasimilia. Erich showed me a really nice bivalve , 
maybe Idonearca or Opis at a quick glance. Lots of nice bivalves and gastropods at this location. 
I also found a decent Lopha and heard someone else say they did as well (Mike?). While the 
steepness is uncomfortable, the results are always worth it. I believe that most of us found about 
what I did. Regardless of how it started out, I think it was a great trip and a lot of fun. 
 
A word about the next trip – kayaking on the Brazos River. As always, our going is dependent on 
the river levels, if they go up we'll have to send out an e-mail changing the destination. Right 
now the level is marginally OK. Pray for NO RAIN east of us. Hope to see you there. 
 
 

    
 Spread out and looking for fossils    Gumbo boots build muscle 
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 Collecting with super-vision!    Various micromorph ammonites 

All photos by E. Rose  
 
 

July Field Trip Announcement 
 

Perot Museum of Nature and Science, Dallas 
Saturday July 20th 

 
The Perot Museum opened this year to great reviews and record crowds.  We will be 
visiting as a group and if we can sign up at least 15 members before June 30th we will 

recieve a discounted group rate.  You will save at least $5 on general admission. 
 

Group rates: 
~25 minute digital film $5.00 

Museum exhibits $10.00 (normally $15) 
Museum exhibits and Recycle Reef exhibit $12.00 

Museum exhibits and 25 minute digital film $15.00 
Museum exhibits, recycle reef exhibit and 25 minute digital film $17.00 

 
We would meet at the museum at 10AM and you can spend the day or later that afternoon 

visit one or more collecting sites (TBD) with the group in the Dallas area. 
 

If you are interested in going please contact erichrose@austin.rr.com or 512-626-9930 
before June 30th.  This is to lock-in the discount rate and make reservations. You may still 

be able to attend if you decide after June 30th but not at the discount. 
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Meeting Minutes for Austin Paleo Society May 2013 
 

Erich brought the meeting to order and introduced 
UT professor Dr. Ann Molineux. 
 
Ann started by giving a tribute to Joan and Frank 
Crain, the longest-serving volunteers at UT’s 
Balcones fossil labs. Since 2000, Joan has devoted 
most Mondays cleaning fossils and other work 
behind the scenes, giving time and her effort for the 
love of the science. In gratitude and on behalf of the 
lab, Dr. Molineux then presented to Joan Crane, a 
beautiful solid bronze replica of a large and fantastic 
fossil urchin that Joan worked many hours cleaning 
and liberating from its stone matrix. 
 
Then in beginning her presentation, Ann mentioned 
“Fossil Roulette”, an app on her phone and her use of 
an associated mobile e-resource, “Geotrek”. 
 
Her talk tonight, “Reconstructing Reefs from 
Repositories” noted that reef deposits, formed by 
marine colonies of organisms have occurred in Texas 
for 500 million years.  
 
Ann listed reef sites in the fossil record such as the 
Oligocene’s Damon Mound near Houston, and 
Cretaceous reefs such as The Narrows on the Blanco 
River, Pipe Creek’s and West Texas’ rudist localities 
and Lago Vista’s corals. The older Paleozoic reefs 
are West Texas’ Permian-era Capitan Reef, with its 
sponges, algae, and the ancient reef localities of the 
Hueco Mountains and near Junction. Among her 
many photos shown were also early microbial 
stromatolite reef site exposures along the Llano and 
James Rivers.  
 
The information for these ancient TX reefs is based 
on studied, mapped specimen collections from 
around TX, comparison info to other fossil reef 
locales and in comparison to modern reefs’ 
components, with the overall body of TX reef data 
available as a large repository of various academic 
information, most of it now online, and in published 
sources, all linked loosely together to be used by 
science. 
 
Dr Molineux then addressed the work of using these 
broad existing repositories of various information to 
draw useful conclusions from about these reefs. 
 
She cautioned that the information available 
concerning these fossil Texas reefs, and indeed any 
subject of study, contains gaps in information due to 
many factors such as limited earlier studies, fossils 
removed from their original context, and loosely 
related studies whose aim was slightly different, 

resulting in incomplete data or inaccurate data. These 
natural problems in scientific data collection and their 
conclusions, called data biases, can often conceal 
imbalances of information and cause the serious 
scientist much effort in verifying information within 
these large repositories. Ann spoke to the difficulties 
inherent in drawing quick, easy valid scientific 
conclusions and suggested that much more work is to 
be done to correct for these biases, such as better 
photo documentation, tracking the changed locations 
of ancient fossil deposits due to geologic movements 
over vast periods of deep time, etc.  
 
Dr. Molineux then took questions that were mainly 
about desirability of finding high-quality fossil 
specimens and their new info integrated into a valid, 
comprehensive context, and improving accessibility 
through online portals to these vast repositories of 
various scientific subjects. 
 
After the break, the business of the club was 
addressed. 
 
No previous minutes needed approving since there 
was no meeting, as the annual auction took place 
instead.  
 
Gary gave the Treasurer’s report, and it was reported 
that the auction netted a nice profit this year. 
 
Suzanne reported good experiences resulting from 
the club’s presence at the Violet Crown community 
event. 
 
More outreach events are in the works for this 
summer, to be determined. 
 
The Oklahoma field trip was described as 
‘wonderful’, with lots of great collecting. 
 
Ed then detailed the upcoming field trip to Waco pit 
and points beyond. 
 
New members were welcomed. 
 
No door prizes this time and Erich adjourned the 
meeting at 8:49. 
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The purpose of the Paleontological Society of Austin, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is the scientific education of the public, the study and 
preservation of fossils and the fossil record and assistance to individual, groups and institutions interested in various aspects of paleontology. 
 
Meetings of the Paleontological Society of Austin are held the third Tuesday* of each month, 7:00 p.m. at the Austin Gem and Mineral Society 
building, 6719 Burnet lane, Austin, TX.  The public is cordially invited to attend.  See web site for April & December dates. 
 
Annual Dues: $18/individual, $24/family and  $12/associate (non-
voting, receiving newsletter) Send to: Treasurer, Paleontological 
Society of Austin, PO Box 90791, Austin, TX 78749-0791 

PSA Web Site: www.austinpaleo.org 
Web master: Michael Smith: webmaster@austinpaleo.org 

 
2013 Officers: 
President  Erich Rose      president@austinpaleo.org 
Vice President Suzanne Galligher vicepresident@austinpaleo.org 
Treasurer Gary Rylander  treasurer@austinpaleo.org 
Secretary Dale Vargo  secretary@austinpaleo.org 
Field Trips Ed Elliott  fieldtripchair@austinpaleo.org 
Programs Marilyn Austin  maustinsxsw@hotmail.com 
Editor Erich Rose  editor@austinpaleo.org 
Web master Mike Smith  webmaster@austinpaleo.org 
Show Chair Suzanne Galligher showchair@austinpaleo.org 
Science Advisors: 
Ann M. Molineux, PhD.  annm@mail.utexas.edu 
Pamela R. Owen, PhD.  powen@mail.utexas.edu 
James T.Sprinkle, PhD.  echino@mail.utexas.edu 
 

Permission to copy material printed herein is granted provided proper credit is given to the author and source. 
The Paleontological Society of Austin is a member of and affiliated with: 

 
South Central Federation of Mineral Societies  & American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
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